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Covid-19 ‘Catch up’ 

Our school promise ‘We try our hardest every day to be the best that we can be”’ provides the framework for 
education in our school. We are committed to providing the highest quality education for all our children 
regardless of background or barrier to learning in all aspect of school life. 

In June, a £1 billion fund for education was announced by the government.  Further guidance has now been 
released (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium) showing that the money is 
split between a catch-up premium and a national tutoring scheme. 

“Children from disadvantaged backgrounds are likely to have been more affected particularly severely 
by closures and may need more support to return to school and settle back into school life. Whilst all 
pupils will benefit from the EEF recommendations, it is likely that some forms of support will be 
particularly beneficial to disadvantaged.” 

(Covid-19 Support Guide for Schools – June 2020) 

The catch-up premium is funded on a per pupil basis at £80 per pupil. This will be based on the previous year’s 
census and will not include Pre-School numbers, meaning Corringham Primary (CPS) will be in receipt of: 

 £32640 (467 total pupil subtract preschool (59) = 408 x £80) 

The spending of this money will be down to schools to allocate as they see fit. To support schools to make the 
best use of this funding, the Education Endowment Foundation has published a support guide for schools with 
evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students. 

Teaching 

Great teaching is the most important lever schools have to improve outcomes for their pupils.  

Targeted Academic Support 

There is extensive evidence supporting the impact of high-quality one to one or group tuition as a catch up 
strategy. Tuition delivered by qualified teachers is likely to have the biggest impact.  

Pupil Assessment and Feedback  

Assessment information can help teachers determine how to most effectively support their pupils. Every pupil 
will have been effected differently by Covid-19. Setting aside time to enable teachers to assess pupils’ 
wellbeing and learning needs is likely to make it easier for teachers and other school staff to provide effective 
support.  

Wider Support 

Schools have provided extensive pastoral support to pupils and families during the pandemic. Additional 
support in the new school year could focus on providing regular and supportive communications with parent, 
especially to increase attendance and engagement with learning. 
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Spending: 

At CPS, this money will be used in order to: 

• Purchase curriculum resources and materials that support pupils to get “back on track”. These 
includes: 

o Accelerated Reader 

o Targeted Reading and phonic books 

• Pay the top up fee to access the subsidized national tutoring programme for disadvantaged pupils and 
others who are identified as needing “catch up” in their learning. 

• Fund additional support staff to develop the outcomes of children who have been identified as needing 
“catch up” in their learning. 

o Wellbeing and Mental Health therapist  

Aims 

The broad aims for “catch up” at CPS: 

Attainment outcomes at end of 2020-21 for all year groups will be at least in line with those at the point of 
lockdown in March. This means that if a child was working at an age-related expectation in a subject in March 
they are working at least to an age-related expectation in that same subject by the end of the year. 

By the end of the 2021-22 year, attainment outcomes for all year groups will be at least in line with those at the 
end of the 2019-20 year. 

The mental health needs of pupils and families that have arisen as a result of the pandemic are met and 
supported by the school. 

Catch Up at CPS is: 

For all children 

Working through well sequenced, purposeful learning schemes. For example, our school-created writing 
schemes are being adapted to focus on missed objectives and consolidate the basics. In mathematics, we will 
utilise the White Rose as our spine of learning and we shall be able to use catch up premium to purchase 
adapted plans that have been purpose written for catch up. Furthermore utilise the already well established 
therapies and tools provided by PiXL.  

Focus on consolidation of key skills. The key skills which enable successful learning will require increased 
curriculum time across all year groups. These include: handwriting, spelling of high frequency words, basic 
sentence punctuation, and times tables recall, basic addition & subtraction fact recall and reading skills 
relevant to age. 

Additional lesson time on core teaching: Reading, writing and mathematics teaching will require increased 
teaching time in order to cover missed learning – particularly in the autumn term. In order to keep a broad and 
balanced curriculum, some subject areas may be taught as blocked days rather than weekly lessons in the 
autumn term. In addition the wider curriculum may have a topic key skill/concept but also a core subject key 
skill to enable enhanced practice in a context.  

Particular focus on early reading and phonics. This is always a focus in the school and will continue to be so in 
order to develop children’s reading ability and vocabulary. 

Assessment of learning and of basic skills to identify major gaps. Teachers will work to identify gaps in learning 
and adapt teaching accordingly. 

Time spent on mental health, wellbeing and social skills development. This will be at the core of all catch up 
work as many children will have not been in formal school setting for a number of months. 

For some children 

Additional support and focus on basic core skills. Supported by additional staffing utilising catch up premium – 
dependent on need as identified through ongoing assessment. 

Additional time to practice basic skills. This again will be dependent on need of children in order to re-establish 
good progress in the essentials (phonics and reading, increasing vocabulary, writing and mathematics) and 
there will be flexibility on timetables to allow this. 
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Catch up at CPS is not: 

o Cramming missed learning 

o Pressuring children and families into rapid learning 

o Teachers time spent highlighting missed objectives 

o Teachers time spent ticking off assessment points and extra tracking 

 

 

School Overview  

Number of pupils in school YR – Y6  408 

Proportion of disadvantaged   16.6%  

Catch-up Premium allocation (No. of pupils x £80)  £32640 

Publish Date  05/02/2021  

Review Dates  April 2021 Summer term.  

Statement created by  L Porter HT  

Governor Lead  D Green   Chair of Govs  
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Context of the school and rationale for the strategy (With specific reference to the impact of COVID 19)  

 Our proportion of disadvantaged pupils across the school is relatively low compared to both a local and national picture at 10.34% and 71 children in total. National average is 23%. 

The vast majority of children from Reception to Year 6 engaged with the detailed online learning that the school provided. Out of 406 children on roll we had 8% of pupils who had 

significant barriers for them to engage in any school directed learning therefore the school provided support such as digital devises or paper packs.  

Upon re-opening on September 2nd 2020 we had a very good response to children coming back to school. Attendance was stable across all year groups upon return Overall 

attendance was consistently 97% or above.  

The school provided its usual wrap around care provision which is open 50 weeks of the year.  

As a staff we have discussed the need for the use of consistent beginning of year baselines within Reading, Writing and Mathematics.  The school uses PiXL assessments has its 

agreed baselines throughout the year. This ensures we have standardization and consistency across all year groups and cohorts.   

In conjunction with staff and the findings from assessments the leadership shall look at how best to provide support and interventions across Reading, Writing and Mathematics in 

order to help identifies children to catch up in their areas of identified need. Catch up Premium will be targeted to provide this support and intervention using the following funding 

amounts:  

Overall 2020/2021: £32,640   
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Barriers to future attainment  
   Barrier  Desired outcome  

Teaching priorities 

 

A  Staff need to develop a greater understanding of children’s mental 

health needs in order to be able to help and support children who 

may have been affected adversely by closures and Covid 19.   

Staff are better informed and have greater clarity about how to 

support children with mental health needs. This needs to be a 

focus of daily/ weekly teaching in the autumn term 2020.  

B  Home learning for some pupils who have LSPs but no EHCP and 

also who not critical workers are find the teaching the remote 

learning at home challenging. The work is differentiated but the 

delivery skill of parents is limited.   

A strong remote learning offer for 1:1 or additional small groups to 
be in place. A new and improved platform is in place and all staff are 
trained in its use. This is led by the SEN team 

C  To focus upon strategies and support which develop greater 

resilience and self confidence in our children.  

To have an overall increase in children’s resilience and self-

confidence by the end of summer term 2021.  

D Core Subject skills/concepts that would have been taught, 

reviewed, taught in alternative contexts, misconceptions clarified 

in the moment and embedded along with first quality teaching 

cannot be guaranteed since March 2020. Pupils there for may have 

gaps stretching across 2 academic year groups curriculum contents 

For gaps or misconceptions identified for all pupils, these would 

have been addressed and the gap reducing meaning the pupils are 

working at the appropriate level  expected if the covid-19 impact 

was not present. 
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Targeted 

academic 

support 

 

E To use Autumn/spring term assessments to ascertain exactly where all 

children are in relation to their age related learning in Reading, Writing and 

Mathematics.  

Pupils make accelerated progress in key areas from their starting 

points at the beginning of the autumn term 2020.  

F  Some pupils may have had limited access to reading/phonic materials at 

home therefore, their reading ages may be lower than expected upon return. 

Reading/phonic skills are much improved and accelerated progress 

in reading ages to be Demonstrated on a term by term basis from 

Autumn 2020 to Summer 2021..  

G  Core mathematical skills will not match the expected age group due to partial 

school closures and limited ability to practically apply it at home. This will be 

compounded by the teacher not being present to address misconceptions or 

monitor how parents teach the key skills – may deviate from lessons shared 

on google classroom 

Mathematical key skills are much improved and accelerated 

progress in core application to be demonstrated on a term by term 

basis from Autumn 2020 to Summer 2021. Misconceptions would 

have been addressed and being mastered 

H Core reading/phonic skills will not match the expected age group due to 

partial school closures and limited ability to practically apply it at home. This 

will be compounded by the teacher not being present to address 

misconceptions or monitor how parents teach the key skills – may deviate 

from lessons shared on google classroom 

Core reading/phonic skills are much improved and accelerated 

progress in core application to be demonstrated on a term by term 

basis from Autumn 2020 to Summer 2021. Misconceptions would 

have been addressed and being mastered.  

Wider 

Strategies 

I  Some pupils may struggle to settle back into school and class routines and 

may have a limited concentration due to COVID 19 and lack of structured 

learning experiences since school closures in March 2020.  

All pupils are able to focus on their learning during lessons and 

concentration levels show a marked improvement over 2020/2021. 

J  Some pupils may have been exposed to significant loss or ACE due to but not 

limited to COVID 19. Loss of family through ill health or suicide  

 All pupils who have experienced ACE have been identified and 

offered in house formal counselling as well as offered wider agency 

support 
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COVID-19 catch-up premium report  

Planned expenditure for current academic year 

The headings below demonstrate how we plan to use the catch-up premium to improve classroom pedagogy, provide targeted support and support whole-school 
strategies. 

Quality of teaching for all     

Action Intended outcome 
and success 
criteria 

What’s the evidence 
and rationale for this 
choice? 

How will you make 
sure it’s implemented 
well? 

Lead Review Cost Implications Termly RAG Review 

Reading  and 
comprehension 

Accelerated 
Reader 

attainment gap, live 
monitoring, ensures each 
child is reading and 
completed comprehension 
at their personalised level 

AR motivated 
independent reading and 
boosts comprehension 

Star Assessments to 
monitor reading 
progress and growth 

 Termly £3,200 (2,200 per 
year for three year 
plan) 

   

Reading – text 
coverage  

To increase the 
range of texts for 
all pupils reading 
above phonic level 

5,000 books age 5 to Y6 
Pupils can access a range 
of suitable and 
challenging texts to 
address the limited 
amount parents have 
access to and the 
reduction in library 
services. 

Live linked to AR and 
monitored by year 
group staff and 
supported by SLT 

 Ongoing £1,500    

Phonic / Library 
Book 

To enhance and 
supplement 
phonic books.  

Due to more pupils 
working below ARE due to 
the pandemic. We have 
more pupils than books.  

Will create a long term 
strong and rich book 
supply to challenge 
and improve reading 

  £3,000    
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Math - Tutoring 
for Key Marginal 

That key marginal 
pupils are working 
at their expected 
level  

Small targeted group work 
to close gaps in key skill 
and concepts.  

1:3  - 15 hour block 
online or in person - 
£71.25 per person 

24 pupils Year 5/6 

3 terms 

  £1710 per term for 
24 pupils- 1 hour 
each week for 15 
weeks 

£5130 

   

Reading 
Comprehension - 
Tutoring for Key 
Marginal 

That key marginal 
pupils are working 
at their expected 
level  

Small targeted group work 
to close gaps in key skill 
and concepts.  

1:3  - 15 hour block 
online or in person - 
£71.25 per person 

24 pupils Year 5/6 

3 terms 

  £1710 per term for 
24 pupils- 1 hour 
each week for 15 
weeks 

£5130 

   

Targeted 
enhanced phonic 
teaching + Fresh 
Start 

Pupils are able to 
read to the 
appropriate level 
that matches their 
age.  

All teaching staff to have a 
dedicated phonics group 
ensuring each pupil is 
being taught a bespoke 
phonic plan 

Year 2 to 6   Nil    

Use of Proximity 
24/7 for 
additional 
intervention 
support for Core 
subjects 

  2 x 15 week block of 3 
hours a week 

For Key Marginal 
Lower KS2 and Year 2 
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All students who 
fall short of 
expectation are 
tracked and 
suitable 
intervention 
strategies are in 
place at each 
level. 

All students 
needing support 
are grouped and 
targeted for 
teaching and 
intervention as 
required to secure 
progress to 
targets. 

Tracking shows 
positive 
improvement at 
end of year for 
each key group. 

PIXL therapies     Nil    

 Sub cost     
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Targeted support     

Action Intended outcome 
and success 
criteria 

What’s the 
evidence and 
rationale for this 
choice? 

How will you make sure 
it’s implemented well? 

Lead Review Cost Implications    

Counseling/therapy To address and 
resolve ACE for 
identified pupils 

The significant 
detrimental impact 
that C-19 has had on 
families specifically 
family loss 

janewillats@gmail.com 

Tuesday 12:30 to 3:30 

Regular review with 
pupils, families and 
teachers. To use a 
experiment and qualified 
councilor. 3 pupils per 
hour, 9 pupils a day. 
£180 per day for 39 
weeks 

 

AHT 
Inclusion  

Liz Ellis 

Half 
termly 

£60 per hour  

£7020 

   

All staff to receive 
ongoing CPD in 
relation to 
ACE/SEND support 
and Key marginal 
support 

All staff are 
equipped for early 
recognition of 
children’s mental 
health needs.  

  

The profile of 
PSHE is raised 
throughout school 
and lessons are 
taking place on a 
regular basis which 
support the mental 
health  and 
emotional and 
social needs of all 
of our  children. 

The building of staff 
awareness and 
expertise in ACE and 
how to support those 
most vulnerable to 
be ready to learn 
shows it improves 
pupil’s positive 
engagement with 
each other in various 
situations and to 
improve their levels 
of emotional and 
mental wellbeing 
which in turn 
supports their 
academic outcomes 

   Nil    

mailto:janewillats@gmail.com
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CPD provided for 
staff on the effective 
use of the new online 
learning platform.  

 

 

 

Children are trained 
in its use after this 
initial staff training 

  

Parents/carers are 
made aware of the 
platform and how it 
can support and 
develop and extend 
home learning.  

The new  

platform is in place 
and staff, pupils 
and parents are 
able to use it 
effectively  

  

Home learning and 
communication 
with parents is 
enhanced  

(use of parent/ 
pupil surveys and  

questionnaires)  

  

 

    nil    

 Sub cost £7020    

Other approaches          

Action Intended outcome 
and success 
criteria 

What’s the 
evidence and 
rationale for this 
choice? 

How will you make sure 
it’s implemented well? 

Staff 
lead 

When will 
you 
review 
this? 

    

SEND support / 
resources 

         

Pastoral Support 
/resources  
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To embed our tried 
and tested 
behavioral 
approaches with our 
children across all 
year groups in 
Autumn 2020 and 
beyond.  

  

To ensure that all 
children understand 
expectations and 
relationships 
between adults and 
children across 
school.  

  

To encourage all 
staff to access 
emotional wellbeing / 
behaviour support  

To maintain the 
high / positive 
levels of behaviour 
that we expect 
from our children 

    Nil    

 Sub cost     

 Total cost     

 Against 
total 

    

 

Summary 

additional information 
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additional information 

• Internal assessment and reporting software 

• Evidence from the EEF families of schools database 

• Results of staff and pupil consultation 

• Analysis of attendance records 

• Recent school Ofsted report 

• Guidance from experts 

• Case studies 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/families-of-schools-database

