
Core Text:
A Boy and a Bear in a Boat by Dave Shelton

A boy and a bear go to sea, equipped with a suitcase, a 
ukulele and a comic book. They’re not travelling very far,  
and it really shouldn’t take long. But their voyage takes a 
number of unexpected twists, and together they must face 
stormy seas, a terrifying sea monster, and - once they start 
to feel peckish - the revolting remains of the Very Last 
Sandwich.

Mathematics:

We will begin the term by revisiting previous 
learning of place value and looking at number 
beyond 1,000. During the term we will also be 
looking rounding any number to the nearest 10, 
100 or 1,000 and counting backward through 
zero to negative numbers. Towards the end of 
the half term, we will revisit addition and 
subtraction, focusing on formal methods to 
solve mathematical problems. 

Events:

Sea Life Adventure, Southend-on-Sea.
Visit a local fishmonger.
Watch Blue Planet by David Attenborough
Watch live aquarium streams.

English:

We will start the year by developing arguments 
for and against current issues surrounding our 
oceans. This will help to develop our persuasive 
skills to enable us to write persuasive  letters. 
After, we will recap features of a biography 
before writing our own on famous, influential 
figures.  

Science:

Immerse yourself into the world of Blue Abyss by learning about living 
things and their habitats under the sea. This topic will include working 
scientifically to explore a wide range of species environments and the 
dangers affecting these natural areas. We will also look at food chain and 
animals digestive systems so that we can develop our understanding of 
the ecosystems. 
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Humanities:

In geography, we will be using maps, globes and atlases to 
identify the world’s oceans and sea, particularly the 
famous Great Barrier reef. Here, we will discuss the 
growing environmental issues linked to oceans, overfishing 
and pollution. 

In history, we will understand historical concepts to make 
connect, draw contrasts and analyse trends by finding out 
why the 1872 Royal Navy ship, HMS Challenger, is 

considered to be so important to modern oceanography.   

Foreign Language:

We will begin the year by reviewing our basic 
French knowledge, including greetings, counting 
and colours.

Physical Education:

This half term we will be focusing on developing our 
fitness levels with net and court games, including 
throwing and catching to improve our aim. 

Art, Design & Technology subjects:

For our art and design lessons, we will understand how key 
events and individuals in design and technology have helped 
shape the world. The children will be able to explain how and 
why a significant designer or inventor has shaped the world. 
We will research Cornelius Drebbel, the inventor of the first 
submarine in the early 1600s. We will investigate the 
materials that he used and how the first submarines worked.

RSE:
This term in RSE we will be 
understanding friendships. We will 
discuss what a good friend looks like 
and how a good friend makes us feel. 
Then, we will learn about falling out 
with a friend and what we can do to 
save our friendship.

Computing:

This term we will be applying computing skills to use 
new computing software. We will do this by using a 
program with an on screen submarine that dives on 
surfaces. We will use the software to create a 
promotional video about the Great Barrier Reef.  We 
will also learn how to use technology safely, 
responsibly and respectfully. 


