
Core Text:
The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip 

Pullman
What Lila wants to be more than anything else in the world 
is . . . a Firework-Maker!

But firework-making is not just about being able to make 
Crackle-Dragons and Golden Sneezes. There is also one 
special secret: every Firework-Maker must make a perilous 
journey to face the terrifying Fire-Fiend!

Not knowing that she needs special protection to survive 
the Fire-Fiend's flames, Lila sets off alone. Her friends, 
Chulak and Hamlet - the King's white elephant - race after 
her. But can they possibly reach her in time?

Mathematics:
We will begin the term by recapping over place 
value and start to investigate 3-digit numbers.  
Following on from this, we will learn how to add 
and subtract up to 3-digit numbers, including 
adjusting from the tens and hundreds columns.

Events:
Visit from a geologist,
Various National 
Geographical programmes 
about volcanoes and rocks

English:
We will learn and understand how to write a 
non-chronological report about volcanoes, 
earthquakes or tsunamis.  Following on from 
this, we will be developing our skills in writing 
character descriptions, particularly our main 
character from our core text, Lila.
In GPS, we will be recapping over the spelling 
rules from year 2.  Our grammar will be 
focusing on our understanding of word classes: 
nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs and 
conjunctions.

Science:
We will begin the term by investigating rocks and rock formation.  We will 
discover there are different types of rocks and how fossils are formed.  
This will lead to researching about Mary Anning, who discovered famous 
fossils during the 1800’s.  We will learning new vocabulary: sedimentary, 
metamorphic, igneous, permeable and impermeable.
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Humanities:
In History, we will be researching Mary Anning, who was 
taught fossil hunting by her father. She made many 
important fossil discoveries during her lifetime, including an 
Ichthyosaur fossil in 1811 and a fossilised Plesiosaur in 1823.

Foreign Language:
We will begin our journey learning to speak 
French.  We will start learning to say hello and 
goodbye, asking and saying our names, counting 1 
– 10 and learning the nouns of musical 
instruments.   

Physical Education:
We will develop our ability to change direction with 

balance and control. We will have the opportunity to 
explore how our body moves at different speeds as 

well as how to accelerate and decelerate.
We will also be taking part in the Daily Mile.

Art, Design & Technology subjects:
We will be creating volcano designs using a range of 
mediums.  The children will be given the opportunity to 
become printmakers and experiment with making marks and 
printing using foam.  They will learn about the marks that 
they make and how they work as a print.  We will also be 
working with papier-mâché techniques to create a working 
model of a volcano – ready to erupt!

RSE:
This half term, we will be looking at 
relationships, focusing on looking at 
families and people who care for us, 

caring and respectful friendships.

Computing:
In Computing, we will be learning how to 

communicate safely on the internet.  The children 
will learn about a number of e-safety matters in a 
positive way. In particular, they will learn how to 

use email and video conferencing safely.  


