
There are lots of games and activities you can do with your child to have fun together and
get them developing speaking and listening skills, building vocabulary, counting and other
early literacy and numeracy skills. Most important of all, these ideas are great fun!

Read and share stories together. Anyone
can read a story to your child. A love of
reading will enthuse your child when they
start to learn to read.

Singing helps children to develop their
speaking and listening skills and to have
fun with words. Counting songs, like ‘1, 2,
3, 4, 5 … Once I caught a fish alive’, can
help your child to have fun with numbers.

Using scissors is a useful skill and is a great
way to develop co-ordination, control and build
strength. Make paper chains together or ask
them to find particular photos in magazines and
catalogues (by colour or other categories) to
cut out and then stick them into their own
pictures

Dressing up and role play are great
opportunities for talking and listening and for
imaginative play. On a practical level, a fun
dressing up session can help your child to
practise getting themselves dressed. You can
fit in a sneaky bit of training with those tricky
zips, armholes and buttons.

Cooking with your child is not only fun but it’s
an excellent way to begin to talk about maths –
counting eggs for a cake recipe, more or fewer
toppings for a pizza. Let them pour liquids or
spoon flour to develop eye-hand co-ordination
and control.

Give your child lots of opportunities to draw and
paint. This is not only fun, but also can help to
develop eye-hand coordination and control.
Let them experiment with lots of different
materials – paint brushes with a range of
widths, pencils, crayons, chalks and finger
paint.
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