
 
Early Years at Corringham Primary 

Why is Early Years important? 
At Corringham primary School, the Early years curriculum is designed to encourage independent, inquisitive and happy learners inspiring the children to learn 

through their play.  We recognise children’s prior learning and starting points and create a fun, creative and engaging curriculum that builds strong foundations for 

their future.  Every child is recognised as a unique individual and we acknowledge and promote children’s interests to provide them with the opportunities to follow 

their imagination and creativity. 

 

 

 

What does Early Years look like at Corringham? 

In both Preschool and Reception, we recognise that 

children have a thirst for new experiences and 

knowledge, and should be provided with interactive 

opportunities to engage their curious minds.  We 

support children to recognise their personal goals, 

which allow them to reflect and aim high.  We always 

strive to promote a passion for learning. 

In line with the rest of the school, Early years 

(Reception and Preschool) follow the Cornerstones 

curriculum.  The topics are based on the ideas running 

through the Early Years Framework. 

We provide vibrant continuous indoor and outdoor 

provision, that follow children’s interests, to support 

learners in investigating and developing their skills. 

We work in close partnership with parents and carers 

throughout the year to support their child learning and 

encourage children to reach their full potential.  We 

also aim to support the seamless transition from 

Preschool to Reception and from Early Years to Year 1 

and provide children with the skills and attitude they 

need to succeed throughout their education. 

 

Creating and thinking 

critically 

What do we do in Early Years at Corringham? 

Children learn through a balance of child initiated and 

adult directed activities and challenges. Reading is at 

the heart of our curriculum with each week or 

fortnight concentrating on a particular story or non-

fiction text.  

The children at Preschool are recognised as 

autonomous and with adults listening and responding 

to both their verbal and non-verbal responses to 

create layers of understanding and responses.  We 

follow their interests and fascinations, combined with 

routines and targeted inputs. 

The weekly timetable in Reception is carefully 

structured so that the children have structured direct 

teaching in phonics each day.  We have Literacy and 

Mathematics focus activities and inputs each week.  

We also ensure regular circle time sessions to focus on 

Communication and Language, Personal, Social, 

Emotional development and Topic sessions to focus on 

understanding of the world and Expressive Arts and 

design.  Children are provided with time to engage in 

exploration through a variety of experiences which is 

carefully planned to engage and challenge them.  The 

environment is set up to provide a depth of learning 

across all areas of the curriculum. 
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